DONCASTER
STORIES

Creating opportunities for Doncaster families

The National Literacy Trust and the Doncaster
Opportunity Area have launched Doncaster Stories,
a campaign to create opportunities for local
families through literacy.
Over the next ten years we will work in partnership with local
schools, businesses, community and cultural organisations to
raise awareness of the importance of literacy across the town
through engaging initiatives, events and opportunities.

Doncaster was ranked 35th most deprived of 152 local authority areas in 2015, putting the town
in the 20% highest in need of support. In the town there is a significant attainment gap between
disadvantaged primary pupils and their more affluent peers. Doncaster Stories is part of the
government’s Opportunity Area programme to address these issues by improving social mobility
and raising educational standards.
We’ll be deploying a whole-community response and galvanising multi-partner action. Our
work will target areas of deprivation to change the life stories of disadvantaged primary school
children and their families through literacy.

Doncaster Stories campaign
We will engage partners to transform the attainment, wellbeing and success of the town’s
children and young people. Our National Literacy Trust programmes will support reading for
enjoyment, parent, volunteer and school engagement and we will give teachers the continuing
professional development they need to best support their pupils.
Our town-wide media campaign will raise awareness of literacy, promote good literacy practices
and get the whole community involved. We will deliver targeted activities in the Opportunity
Area’s 10 highest priority primary schools in the town, and also target further activity in a second
set of 35 primary schools.

Key activity
Campaign launch
We are launching Doncaster Stories with
a huge and exciting Roald Dahl event,
giving 20,000 books out to Doncaster
children! “Golden tokens” will be
distributed through key partnerships and
to target schools, allowing children to
pick up their very own Dahl storybook
from local libraries. Target schools
will enjoy themed assemblies and a
memorable, interactive Roald Dahl drama
workshop, and a stakeholder event will
engage partners.

Literacy Champions
We will recruit local volunteers who want
to make a difference to the lives of the
town’s children. We will support and train
Champions, linking them with literacy
boosting projects across the town. If you
are interested in becoming a Literacy
Champion please contact
doncasterstories@literacytrust.org.uk

Schools Literacy Pledge
The Doncaster Stories Schools Literacy
Pledge will help schools take action to
raise literacy levels. A range of exciting
cross-school activities will increase pupil
engagement in literacy activities such
as the Summer Reading Challenge. We’ll
find out what Doncaster’s top 100 reads
are and deliver free family activities and
story trails across the town to engage the
broader community.

Business support
We need businesses of any size to join
Doncaster Stories and support the
literacy development of local children
and families. Businesses play a crucial
role in the long term sustainability of the
campaign and in ensuring that the next
generation of Doncaster children have the
literacy skills they need to succeed in life.
To support our work in Doncaster, please
contact doncaster@literacytrust.org.uk
The National Literacy Trust is a registered charity no. 1116260 (England and Wales) and SC042944 (Scotland).

Get in touch at doncasterstories@literacytrust.org.uk
or visit doncasterstories.org.uk.

